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1 Co R. IX. 


If we have ſown unto you ſpiritual 
things, 1s it a great thing if Wwe ſhall 
reap your carnal things. 


T is the Buſineſs of St. Paul in 
this Chapter, to vindicate his Cha- 
rater againſt the groundleſs Inſi- 
nuations of ſeveral falſe Teachers, 
who had crept into the Church of 
Corinth, during his Abſence from 
it, and took all Occaſions, as ap- 
pears from many Parts of this Epi— 
le; not only to undervalue the Merit of his Miniſterial 
Offices, bur even to queſtion the yery Power of his Apo- 
ſtolicx Commiſſion. 

For am I not, ſays he, an Apoſile ? Have I not ſeen 
Feſus Chriſt our Land; ? Are not you my work in the 
Lord? If be not an bY to others, yet me 8 
3 an 


Chap. 11. 
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v. 13. 


1 am to gos, for the SeaP of mine Apoſtleſhip are ye in 
the Lord. 

And wMWſt he is defending himſelf in both theſe Re- 
ſpects, from the Charges that were brought againſt 
him; he takes the Opportunity to ſhew the Corinthians 
the Right, (though he was ſo honourable as to depart. 
from it in reſpect to himſelf,) which he, and all other 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, had to live of the Goſpel : 
And he is ſo intent upon this Point, that he enforces 
it, I think, upon them by every Argument, which the 
Thing was really capable of : For he enforces it from 
the Reaſon and Nature of the Thing, Vo goeth a 
Warfare at any Time at his own Charges? who plant- 
eth a Vineyard and eateth not of the Fruit thereof? 
or who feedeth a Flock, and eateth not of the Milk 
of the Flock? From the Law and Practice of the 

ewiſh Church; Do not ye know, that they which mi- 
nifter about Holy Things, live of the Things of the 

emple ? And they which wait at the Altar, are Par- 
takers with the Altar? From the Command of our 
Lord himſelf; Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that 
they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 

And Laſtly, in the Words I have choſen to diſcourſe 
upon, from the excellent Nature of the Spiritual 
Things, which the Miniſters of the Goſpel are made 
the Inſtruments. of conveying to Men; F we have 


ſown unto you ſpiritual things, is it a great thing, if we 
ſhall reap your carnal things? Is it a great Matter, if we 


who are Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the My- 
ſteries of God; if we who are appointed to feed you 
with God's Holy Word and Sacraments, ſhould in return 
of ſo great Bleſſings, and ſuch ineſtimable Benefits, we 
are made the Inſtruments of conveying to you, receive 


ſuch a Support and Maintenance out of your carnal, 
i. e. out of your carthly Treaſures, as may enable us to at- 
tend the more. conſtantly upon the great Buſineſs of 
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enriching you with the Treafires of Heaven. Does 
the Harveſt we reap from you, bear any Propor- . 
tion to the Seed we ſow in you? The Seed we ſow is 
Spiritual and Heavenly, and you will reap from it, if 
you will ſuffer it to grow to Maturity and Perfection, 
eternal Happineſs : And therefore you can never think 
it much, (if you compare Temporal Things with Spzrz- 
zual) ſince the Seed ſown in you, by our Hands, pro- 
duces ſo glorious a Harveſt to your ſelves; ſhould we in 
! return, reap from it, a few of the Gleanings of your 
earthly Things. For your Gains as much exceed ours, 
| as. Spiritual exceed Carnal, as Heavenly excecd Earthly 
Things; as much as an Eternal Reward in the World to 
come, exceeds a ſmall Emolument in this. 

The Words will give me a natural Occaſion of diſ: 
courſing ſuitably to the Honourable and Religious Deſign, 
which calls us every Year together to this holy Place. 
: A Deſign, which does not, I think, do greater Service 
| to the Widows and Orphans, whoſe Neceſſities it re- 
f 


lieves, than it does Credit to our very Country, to the 
Church of England in general, and to the Clergy in 
particular. 
For can there be a greater Credit to our Count 
N than to ſee ſuch a Venerable and Numerous Afembi? 
| of Perſons eminent in every Profeſſion and Buſineſs of 
Life, all met together with Hearts ready and open for 
the Promotion of a Charity of this excellent Nature ? 
Can there be a greater Regard, or a truer Affection, 
ſhewn to the Church of Exgland, than is done by the 
generous Contributions, which have been raiſed as upon 
this Day, for the Support of the Widows and Orphans 
of thoſe, who have had the Honour to attend upon 
the Altars of it ? | 
Or laſtly, Can there be a greater Honour to 
the Miniſters of this Church, than to ſee ſo ma- 5 


ny of the Sons of her Clergy in the midſt of this 
nume- 
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numerous Aſſembly, not leſs able by the Dignity of 
their Stations to encourage this Deſign in others, than 
by the Diſtinction of their Fortunes to contribute to 
the Support of it themſelves. 

And in treating upon the Words, it will be propet 
in the firſt place, 


I. To ſuggeſt to your Conſideration ſome Reaſons, why 
the Excellency of the Spiritual Things, which the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel are made the Inſtruments of convey- 
ing to Men, entitle them to a Reward out of the Car- 
nal Things of thoſe, who reap the Benefit and Adyan- 
tage of them. 

"And this will lead me naturally, in the ſecond 
place, 


II. To take notice of the great Uſefulneſs of 
your pious and charitable Deſign upon this Day's So- 
lemnity. 


III. And then, Laſily, I ſhall offer ſome Motives, to 
induce you to continue your Encouragement to this Ex- 
ccllent Charity. 


I. I am in the firſt place to ſuggeſt to your Conſidera- 
tion ſome Reaſons, why the Excellency of the Spiritual 
Bleſſings, which the Miniſters of the Goſpel are made 


= Inſtruments of conveying to Men, entitle them to 


a Reward out of the Carnal Things of thoſe, who reap 
the Benefit and Advantage of them. 

For, the Miniſters of the Goſpel are particularly 
commiſſion d by God, to ſtand before him in the Ad- 
miniſtration of Holy Things, and to diſpenſe all the 
great and invaluable * Bleſſings, which he vouchſafes to 
thoſe who are admitted into Covenant with him. 


Is 
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Is it the greateſt Bleſſing we can receive, to be ad— 
mitted into the Church of God by Baptiſm ? We ate 
admitted into it by their Hands..-Do we reckon it the 
greateſt Honour that can be confer'd upon us to be 
call'd to the Table of the Lord, and there to partake of 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt 2 The Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are appointed to diſpenſe this ſpiritual Food to 
us, for the Nouriſhment of our Souls. ls it another in- 
valuable Bleſſing, to meet together in ſuch Holy Places as 
this, and to put up our Pray ers to God in the Congregation 
of the Faithful? They are appointed to offer up our 
Prayers to God, in the publick Aemblies of Chriſtians. 
—And muſt we cver reckon it a great Happineſs, to 
have a Number of Perſons ſet apart from the World, 
that they may be the better quality'd for the publick 
Inſtruction of all Ranks and Orders of Men, the Young 
as well as the Old, the weak and ignorant, as well as 


the more skilful and knowing; the loweſt, as well as 


the higheſt Part of Mankind; in the Word of Truth, 
and the Hoe Counſel of his Mill? Why, this great 
Bleſſing too we enjoy under a Regular and Stated Mi- 
niſtry : For, to their Diligence and Fidelity, is commit- 
ted the momentous Affair of inſtructing the People in 
publick Aſſemblies; where Perſons of all degrees may 
meet together, and have the Opportunity of hearing 
the Conditions of the Goſpel laid open to them, and 
of being directed in the Method of obtaining Par- 
don, and in the Way that leadeth to Eternal Happi- 
neſs. 

And are not theſe the greateſt Bleſlings that can be 
communicated to Men ? And yet the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are made the Inſtruments of conveying theſe 
Bleſlings to them, great as they are. And they arc tru- 
ly great and invaluable ; if a Title to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, if Inſtruction in the Way to obtain it, and the 

B great 
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great and infinite Rewards of another World can make 
them ſo. 

Not that we pretend to have the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven at our Diſpoſal, and to open and 
ſhut the Gates of it, juſt as it ſhall be for our Pleaſure 
or Intereſt : Far be remov'd from the Miniſters of the 
Church of England ſuch intolerable Arrogance ! And 
as far be it remov'd from others, from throwing ſuch 
unjuſt Imputations upon us! We leave ſuch vain and 
preſumptuous Claims to thoſe of the Church of 
Rome. 

It is Honour for us to pretend to be, what we 
certainly are, the ordinary ſtanding Inſtruments of con- 
veying the Spiritual Things from God to Men : And 
we hope, that the Merit and Excellency of our Em- 
ployment in this Capacity alone will entitle us to a 
Reward from the Carnal Things of thoſe, who reap the 
Benefit and Advantage of them. 


And eſpecially if it be conſider'd, 


II. That a regular Diſcharge of our Duties in this re- 
ſpect requires our whole Attendance and Care; and 
ſo, effectually prevents us (were we not otherwiſe pre- 
vented by the Spiritual Nature of our Office, and the 
Laws of both Church and State) from embaraſſing our 
ſelves in Secular Employments, and purſuing any other 
Occupation, as, the Bar, the Shop, the Exchange, in 


order to our Support and Maintenance. 


After a competent Skill of Languages, of Arts and 
Sciences, has been acquir'd ; all the Time that can be 


ſpar d from the neceſſary Buſineſs of the Miniſtry, may 


be well employ'd in, and will not be found too much 
for, enquiring in ſuch a Manner as we ought into the 
Will of God; that ſo we may be ſufficiently inſtructed 
to lay open his whole Counſel, and rg to . 
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the Mord of Truth, to thoſe who are committed to 
our Care. | 

And therefore, it is certainly reaſonable, that the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, whoſe conſtant Employment 
it is to attend upon the Service of the Altar, and who, 
beſides the private Duties of viſiting the Sick, of raiſing 
the Hopes of thoſe who are fallen into Melancholy 
and Deſpair, and of beating down the Confidence of 
others who are ſwell'd into ſpiritual Pride and Pre- 
ſumption, of directing the erroneous Conſcience, and 
of comforting the weak and ſcrupulous, of warning 
the wicked and incorrigible Sinner by the Fears of 
Hell, and of encouraging the good and virtuous Man 
by the Hopes of Heaven ; and, in ſhort, of applying 
proper Remedies to all the various Circumſtances of the 
Paſlions ; the Hopes, the Fears, the Scruples, the Infir- 
mities of thoſe who require their Advice and Aſſi- 
ſtance ;— (How great and difficult a Work !) And yet, 
who beſides all theſe private and occaſional Duties, muſt 
be ever in Readineſs to attend upon the publick and 
ſtated Othces of the Miniſtry ; to receive Perſons into 
the Church by Baptiſm ; to offer up the Prayers of the 
Faithful, to God ; to feed them with the Bread, and to 
inſtruct them in the ord, of Life. 

It is certainly but reaſonable, I ſay, that thoſe who 
arc employ'd upon Othces ſo excellent, and facred in 
their own Nature, fo difficult in their Practice, and ſo 
uſeful and beneficial in their Effects; and whole whole 
Time muſt be entirely conſecrated to their Attendance 
upon them ; ſhoulc, in a proper Meaſure, partake of 
the good Things of thoſe, for whom hey labour in the 
Word and Doctrine; and, by their Bounty and Libe- 


rality, be plac'd out of the reach of the Cares of this 


World, which muſt otherwile diſtract them from their 
Holy Employment; mull force them, as it were, from 
the very Altar, and lo, in a ſacrilegious manner, de- 
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Eceleſ ix. 
16. 


prive the Souls of thoſe, (to the Care of which they 


are immediately dedicated,) of their Spiritual Food and 


Nouriſhment. 
And eſpecially if it be conſider'd, 


III. That all the Reward they can partake of, bears 
no Proportion to the Excellency and Value of the Work 
they are concern d in. 

For what Proportion is there between Spiritual Seed 
and a Harveſt of Earthly Fruit, between Heavenly and 
Carnal Things, betwixt eternal Happineſs, which is the 
natural Fruit of the Sced we Sow, and all the worldly 
Emoluments we can Reap? Can it be thought too 
much to provide for them a convenient Maintenance in 
this Life, at whoſe Hands you receive ſo many great 
and invaluable Bleſſings, in order to qualify you for an 
infinite Re ward in the World to come? At whoſe Hands 
you receive, for they are the Inſtruments of convey- 
ing to you, the Title you have to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and by whoſe Inſtructions you are directed, and this 
venerable Aflembly will juſtify me in adding, by whole 
Example too you are encourag'd, in the way to it. 

Sure the Nature of their Employment, their con— 
ſtant Attendance upon it, the great Excellency of the 
Spiritual T hings they convey from God to Men, might 
not only entitle them with great Juſtice to a Mainte- 
nance, above that popular Contempt which will una- 
voidably attend %e poor Man's Wiſdom, whoſe Words 
are not to be heard ; but might raiſe them without En- 
vy to ſuch an once, as ſhall bear ſome Proportion to 
the laborious and uſctul Work they are concern'd in, 
and to the great Value and Merit of thole Services they 
do to the Souls of Mcn. 


It is the Obſervation of the late learned and judicious 


Connect. * Dr. Prideaux,'T hat the good Order which is now mains 
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tain'd in this Kingdom, is more owing to the weekly 
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Sermons of the Clergy, than to any other Method 
now in Practice among us, in order to that End. And 
he proceeds to obſerve, That if there were no ſuch 
Thing in Truth and Reality, as that Holy Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, which the Miniſters of the Goſpel teach, which, 
ſays that wiſe and good Author, too many among us 
are now permitted with Impunity to ſay; yet the Scr- 
vice which they do the Civil Government, in keeping 
all Men to thoſe Duties, in the Obſervance of which 
its Peace, good Order, and Happineſs conſiſts, they 
well deſerve the Maintenance they receive from it; 
and I muſt go on to ſay, will ever be thought to do 
ſo, till private Vice ſhall be reckon'd the bleſſed Inſtru- 
ment of promoting the publick Welfare ; that-is, till 


Vice ſhall exalt a Nation, and Righteouſneſs be the Re- 


proach of every People. And yet, if even theſe great Ser- 
vices they do to Men in their Civil Societies, (which 
muſt, for the want of them, run wild into Diſorder 
and Confuſion, ) by being conſtantly employ'd in recom- 
mending the Intereſts of Virtue, and preſling the Duties 
of Morality, and ſo making the honeſt Patriot, and the 
faithful Subject, bear no Proportion to the Good they do 
to Chriſtians in their Spiritual Capacities, by promo- 
ting the Salvation of their Souls: Then certainly it is in all 
good Reaſon and Equity fit, that a regular and ſtated 
Order of Men, ſo ſerviccable in their way, and as they 
are a publick Advantage to, ſhould continue to be the 
publick Care of, all Chriſtian Communities ; and by their 
Protection and Favour, be ſecur'd, ſo far as is conſiſtent 
with the Propertics of particular Perſons, and the com- 
mon Intereſts of the Society, in ſuch a Maintenance, as 
{ſhall bear ſome Proportion to the great - tulneſs and 
Merit of the Services they are employ'd in. 

And here I have a fair Occaſion offer'd me, to ſet forth 
at Large, the mean Proviſion which the ſhameful Ravages 
committed in Favour of the Monaſtick Orders, by the An- 


ceſtors 
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ceſtors of thoſe, who are the moſt forward to re- 


proach us with our preſent Poverty, have left in many 


Parts of this Kingdom to the Parochial Clergy of it. 
I might likewiſe ſhew, that her greateſt Preferments, 
with all their Advantages and Emoluments, conſider— 
ing the neceſlary Expences, the Burdens, the DiſtinQi- 
ons, the Duties that attend them ; and eſpecially conſi- 
dering the ſuperior Merit and Abilities that are requir'd 
in thoſe who ſhall haye the Honour to be diſtinguiſh'd 
with them; can no more be the Object of Envy or Suſ- 
picion, than her many mean Endowments can ceaſe to 
be the Object of Pity and Compaſſion, with wile and 
conſiderate Men. 

But the poor State of the Revenues of the Clergy in 
gencral of the Church of England; as it is the true 
Source of the Calamities we here meet to redreſs, is as 
well known to this Aſſembly, as the Occaſion of their 
Poverty: I rather chuſe therefore to proceed 


In the Second Place to take Notice, of the great Uſeful- 


neſs of this your pious and charitable Deſign, upon this 
Day's Solemnity; which is to reach out your Bounty and 


Liberality to the Widows and Orphans of thoſe, who 
though they ſpent their whole Lives in the Service of 
the Altar, yet never were in any tolerable Condition, 
(ſuch was the Reward of their Services!) to provide for 
their own Houſhold themſelves. | 

For though we do not delight to ſully the Glory of 
this Day, with making long, much leſs invidious Re- 
preſentations of Grievances, which cannot be prevented; 
yet thus much it is proper in our own Defence to ob- 
ſerve, that the Returns + that have been made tome 


It appears by the Returns that were made in the Year 1707, that 
there are Five Thouſand Livings in England, not exceeding Fifty, and 
Two Thouſand not exceeding Ten, Pounds, 


Years 
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Years ago, of ſo many Thouſand Livings under Value, 
ſufficiently juſtify the Neceſſity, and recommend the 
Excellency of our Deſign; and continue as it were, an 
Evidence upon Record, that we are not brought toge- 
ther this Day, to relicve the Wants of the Widows and 
Orphans of Clergymen, who have enjoy'd an cnvy'd 
| Wealth, or a ſuſpicious Power, or liv'd in luxurious 
Eaſc; who either through their Extravagance have. 
ſquander'd away the Bread of their Poſterity, or through 
their Idleneſs have neglected to lay it up in Store for 
them : We ſhould ſcarce be attended with ſuch a venera- 
ble and numerous Appearance, upon ſuch Occaſions.— 
But that we. meet together (and this Deſign is truly 
Virtuous and Honourable, becoming us as Men, as 
Chriſtians and Clergymen,) to felieve the neceſſary and 
4 unavoidable Wants of numerous Widows and Orphans 
among us, which no Care cou'd prevent, and no Fru- 
| 

| 


od . r 4. 


gality could guard againſt : Their Care and Frugality 
were fully employ'd in extending the narrow Income to 
the preſent Neceſſities of Life; And ſufficient for the Matth. vi. 
| Day, was the Evil thereof. And yet what was this 3+ 
: Diſquietude which they felt in the loweſt Situation of 
| Life, upon their own Accounts, in Compariſon to 
| thar which they frequently felt, becauſe they found 
! themſelves in no Capacity to provide, for the future Wel- 
| fare of their Families. For they certainly foreſaw the 
Danger at the greateſt Diſtance, and reflected perhaps 
only too often, and with too much Anxiety, on the 
_ melancholy Proſpect of leaving thoſe, to whom they 
were endcar'd by all the Tics of Nature and Friendſhip, 
naked and detenceleſs of every "Thing to. ſupport them 
againſt the Injuries of the Oppreſſor, or to encourage 
them againſt the Contempt of the Scornful. 
Though in the midſt of rhete diſtracting Thoughts, 
leſt there ſhou'd be oe ro Pity, or to have Compaſ- Pal. evi. 
„ fron upon the Fathirleſs aud the M idow; it frequently, “ 
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no doubt, quieted all their anxious Cares, to conſider, 
that the good Providence of God had raiſed up this So- 
ciety, as a great Refuge for their Widows and Orphans 
to fly unto in their Day of Diſtreſs, For this Society, 
they knew, had delivered Numbers of Fatherleſs Chil- 
dren, and them that had none to help them; had cauſed 
the Heart of many a Widow to ſing for Joy : and from 
the Day of its Foundation, had gone on to do ſo many 
generous Acts of Beneficence and Charity, as only 
could be exceeded by, becauſe indeed, in the Nature of 
the Thing, it is not po.'tble to equal, the numerous 
Wants of thoſe who are neceſſarily the Objects of it. 

It is true the Names of many Great, and even Royal 
Benefactors, are already recorded in the Rolls of this 
Society; all of them tame the Glory of their Times, and 
whoſe Praiſes will ever be ſhewn forth in this Con- 
gregation. For it has the Honour to call a Great and 
Generous Prince its Founder *: —And the Act which 
her late Majeſty paſs'd, ( out of that great Love which 
ſhe had for the Houſe of God, and for the Offices 
thereof ;) for the Augmentation of the many Paro- 
chial Cures, which during a long Age of Superſtition 
and Ignorance, had faln in their Revenues a Sacrifice to 
the Pride of Monaſteries, and to the Bigotry of that 
Church, which of all Things would ſeem to abhor Sa- 


crilege ; muſt entitle her, by being ſo great a Bene- 


factor to the Clergy of the Church of England, to 
the chief Place among the Benefactors to their Widows 
and Orphans. 


„ — 
— 
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* King Charles the Second, who gave the Charter to this Corpora- 
tion, which enabled it to hold Lands to the Value of Two Thouſand 


Pounds per Annum. : 
+ Queen Anne's Bounty, amounting to about Fifteen Thouſand 


Pounds per Aunum. 


And 
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And it has likewiſe pleas'd His * Preſent MA] EST, 
out of the great Zeal with which He promotes all 
Works of Munificence and Piety, in a moſt gracious 
manner not only to enlarge the Foundations of this 
Corporation, by his Royal Power, but likewile greatly 
to ſtrengthen them, by a ſingular Inſtance of his Royal 
Bounty. 

And, cou'd we hope (and what may we not hope, 
from the great Readineſs with which ſo many good 
and generous Benefactors have miniſter d to the Saints, 
and yet do miniſter) that this Society ſhould go on pro- 
ſpering to ſuch a degree, as that it ſhall once more 
(in the next Generation, perhaps) have Occaſion to ſue 
to the Throne for a further Enlargement of its Pow- 
ers; We caſily perſuade our ſelves, that the ſame Zeal, 
which has ſo eminently appeard in His MAJESTY, 
for the Encouragement of this Society, will deſcend 
upon his Royal Succeſſor ; and be as hereditary in his 
Family, as, to all ſucceeding Generations, will be the 
Loyalty of our Poſterity. 

But ſtill, tho' this Society under the Patronage 
of Royal, and the Encouragement of many other pri- 
vate, Benefactors, merciful Men, whoſe Righteouſneſs 
muſt not be forgotten; (and even among our private 


2 


Heb. vi. 
10. 


Ecclus. 
xliv. 10. 


Benefactors, f one of them ſo greatly merciful, that 1 


am ſure, I ſhall be allow'd to call his Benefaction truly 
Royal) has ariſcn to ſuch a degree of Protperity, as 
to be able in ſome (tho' in a ſlender) meaſure to reach 
out Relief to many Hundreds of Objects; yet it is by 
no means in a Condition at preſent (whatever great 


Ln ů 


* His preſent Majeſty not only enlarg'd the Powers of this Corpora- 
tion, to hold Lands to the Value of 5000 J. per Ann. but likewiſe gave 
' 5001. to the Uſes of it. 1 

+ The late Dr. Turner, Preſident of C. C. C. Oxon; who, by Will, 
gave 20000 l. to this Corporation. 
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Things Poſterity may build upon the Foundation alrea- 


dy laid) to give ſuch a Relief as it deſires to do, or 
indeed ſuch an one, as ſhall bear any Proportion to the 
numerous Diſtreſſes of thoſe who want it. 

It could not be expected, that the Charity of one, 
tho even of this, Age, (which, to its Honour, abounds 
in ſo many uſeful Kinds of it) ſhould be able to build 
up, what had been the Employment of ſo many Ages 
to pull down. And therefore, in the laſt place, | 


III. I ſhall offer ſome Motives, to induce you to 
continue your Encouragement to this Excellent Cha- 
rity. 

Indeed, all the Arguments that can particularly be 
uſed in Favour of this Excellent Charity, from the 
Uſefulneſs, the Neceſſity, the Honour, the Piety of 
the Deſign, and from the great Care and Fidelity, with 
which it has always had the Advantage to be diſtribu- 
ted; have been inſiſted upon ſo often, and with ſo 
much Advantage, from this Place, that perhaps I might 
well excuſe my ſelf from making any Application at 
all of this Sort; and eſpecially before an Aſſembly, 
which, by the conſtant Generoſity of its Contributions, 
has ſhown it ſelf fully ſenſible of the Force of thoſe 
Arguments. 


But however, tho' the many Excellent Diſcourſes of 


thoie who have gone before me in this Argument, have 


made it ſuperfluous to enlarge upon this Head; yet 
fure it can't be improper, nor tedious, upon this Oc- 
eaſion, juſt bricfly to recal to your Conſideration ſuch 
Motives, for your Encouragement of this good Work, 


as the Subject We have been diſcourling upon naturally 
ſuggeſts to us. 


And here I intreat you to conſider, that we are now 
recommending to your Picty and Charity , not only 


Widows 
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Widows and Orphans ; the one of which might juſtly 
be thought to merit your Compaſſion by the Tender- 
neſs, and the other by the Infirmities, of Age ; but the 
Widows and Orphans of thoſe, who ſpent their whole 
Time in the Service of the Altar, and were commil- 
ſion'd by God to convey his Spiritual Bleſſings to Men: 
And perhaps ſome of them, Widows and Orphans of 
thoſe very Miniſters, by whom ſeveral, who hear me 
this Day, have been admitted into the Church of 
Chriſt ; from whoſe Hands they conſtantly receiv'd 
the Bread of Life; by whoſe Counſels they have been 
directed, and by whoſe Examples they have been influ- 
enc d, to purſue the Way that leadeth to Eternal Happineſs. 

And ſcyeral here may remember too, how many of 
theſe worthy and good Men, as great Inſtances of Vir- 
tue as of Poverty, had their Converſation ſo much in 
Heaven, that they were cither entirely ignorant of the 

Affairs of this World, or were ſo wholly taken up with 
the Buſineſs of their Sacred Profeſſion, that they were 
even leſs careful than they ought in common Prudence 
to have been, of their Management of them : Or, 
their Virtue lov'd Retirement and Obſcurity ; or how- 
ever, it would not ſuffer them ſo far to diſpenſe with 

themſelves, as to deſert the Cure of thoſe Souls, which 
had been with ſo much Solemnity committed to their 
Charge, that they might be at Liberty to attend upon 
the Advancement of their Secular Intereſts, and to em- 

ploy that Time wholly in the Purſuit of other and mean- 
cr Views, which they had dedicated to higher and more 
excellent Purpoſes ; even the Service of God, and the 
Advancement of his Holy Religion in the World. 

And do not the pious Labours of ſuch good and virtu- 
ous Men, who have watch'd over your Souls with ſo 
much unweary'd Diligence and Care, and have entail'd 
Poverty upon their Families perhaps, by neglecting the 
Things of this Life, that they might be conſtantly at Li- 

| C2 berty 


A SERMON ypreachd before 


13. 


— 


berty to enrich you with Spiritual Bleſſings; or, which 
is too often the Caſe, have ſhortned their Lives by the 
great Diligence which they uſed in the Salvation of 
Souls, and ſo at once depriv'd their Families of the lit- 
tle Maintenance which they enjoy'd by that precarious 
Tenure ; deſerve your molt gratetul Acknowledgments, 


1 Theſ. v. and your higheſt Eſteem in Love, for their un and 


for their Sufferings Sale? 


And they are the Children of thoſe very Men, all 
whoſe Hopes were bound up in their Father's Lives; 
and who by their Deaths, are left deſtitute of every 
Thing but their Merits ; without ſo much as their Ex- 
ample to encourage them, or their Counſel to direct, or 
their Learning to inſtruct them; who entreat you this 
Day, by that //ord of Life, which you have ſo often 
heard their Fathers explain to you with the greateſt 
Clearneſs and Accuracy, and enforce upon your Practice 
with the moſt becoming Warmth and Affection, and 
perhaps recommend to it, with all the Arts of Elo- 
quence and Perſuaſion ; they intreat you, by Virtue of 
thoſe Sacraments, which you have been Partakers of 
by the Miniſtry of thoſe, who ſtood in ſo near a Rela- 
tion to them ; they intreat you, by all the Good their 
Fathers have done to you, in your Civil, or in your 
Religious Capacities, by promoting your preſent, or 
your eternal Intereſt ; in ſhort, they intreat you, by 
every Temporal and Spiritual Bleſling, they have been 
the Inſtruments of conveying to you, as Men, or as 
Chriſtians, in their Spiritual Othce, and more eſpecially 
by the Love of Him, whom they had the Honour to re— 
preſent in that Office; that you would ſhew the Value 
you have for the good Offices they have done to yor, 
by your charitable Affection to them, in this their fore 
Day of Neceſlity and Diſtreſs; and that you would call 
to Mind the Merits, the Character of the Father, the 
Husband, the Miniſter, the Preacher, whilſt you re- 


licye 
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lieve the Neceſſities of the Widow and the Orphan. 

And they more particularly apply themſelves upon this 
Occaſion to their Brethren, to the Sons ot Clergymen, 
with whom their Fathers were Fellow-labourers in the 
Vineyard, were appointed with them to feed the Flock 
of Chriſt, and to ſow the Seed of.cternal Life in the 
Hearts of Mcn ;—and they intreat them by the Honour 
of their holy Parentage, by the Credit of the Prieſt- 
hood in General, and by their own Credit and Repu- 
tation in Particular, and by every Relation which brings 
the one ſo near to the other; they intreat them as 
Men, as Chriſtians, as Kinſmen, as Brethren ; that 
whilſt they remember to do Good unto all Men, they 


8 


would not forget to do Good eſpecially unto them that Gal. vi. 
are of the Houſbold of Faith: For they certainly in a 


particular Manner may be ſaid to be of the Houſbold 
of Faith, who ſtand in ſo near a Relation to thoſe, 
whoſe Employment it was to Preach, and whole Vir- 
tue perhaps it was to ſuffer for, the Faith: They intreat 
them, that whilſt they are providing for thoſe who are 
remov'd to a greater Diſtance from them, that whilſt 
they are providing for the Friend, the Neighbour, the 


Citizen, the Stranger, they would not forget to pro- 1 


Tim. v. 


vide for their own, and eſpecially for thoſe of their 8. 


own Houſe : For without any Impropriety they think, 
they may challenge to be call'd zhezr own, and of their 
own Houſe ; ſince they are of the ſame Spiritual Line- 
age with them by Deſcent, and their Fathers ſerv'd at 
the ſame Altar, by Profeſſion. In ſhort, they intreat 
them to conſider, that the Diſgrace of their Poverty 
reaches up to the very Order, and affects their holy Pa- 
rentage, as well as the Credit of their holy Religion ; 
and therefore it is neceſſary to remove this common 
Reproach out of the Way, if we would defend the one 


againſt the Scorn of the Infidel, or the other againſt 
the Triumphs of the Papiſt. 


And 
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And God forbid ! that thoſe who have ſo many pecu- 

liar and endearing Recommendations to our Charity, 

ſhould fail of Succels, upon this their Day of Appli- 

cation for it; for every Title, by which their Fathers 

could claim from their Services at the Altar, a Right to 

live of the Altar, is equaly a Title, by which their 

Children lay claim to our Charity ; the Merits of thoſe 

uſcful Services their Fathers were employ'd in, deſcend 

upon their Children by an unqueſtionable Right, and 

arc entail'd as ſtrongly upon them, as their Poverty; for 

they cannot ſuffer the Hardſhips of the one, without 
enjoying the Benefit of the other. 

But I need not preſs this Matter any farther, for God 

be prais'd, it is more neceſſary for us upon this Day to 

2 Cor. ix. acknowledge the Forwardnefs of your Mind in contri- 

buting to the Support of this Society, than to ule any 

Motives to excite you to a Continuance of it. For 

as often as we have met together in this holy Place, 

ye have ſhewn your ſelves ſo truly ſenſible of, by ſo 

| heartily and generouſly promoting, the excellent Deſign 


of this Corporation, that the Words which the Apolile 
utes to the Corinthians, I ſhall be allowed to apply upon 


* Saints, it is ſuperſſuous for us to ſpeak unto you. 


And whilſt we behold with the greateſt Joy and Plea- 
ſure, as we do this Day, ſuch a venerable and worthy A- 
ſembly of Perſons, eminent in every Profeſſion and Buſi- 
neſs of Life, all met together to give a ſure Teſtimony 
of that Love which they bear to thoſe who ſerve at 
the Altar, by encouraging this honourable Deſign with 
their Preſence, and by ſupporting it with their Charity, 
we can caſily overlook all the Indignitics and Contempt 
which we meet with from others, who are Enemies 
to us, for the Sake of our holy Employment. 
For this Aſlembly is a ſufficient Proof of the true Value 
and Eftcem which good and wiſe Men have tor the Clergy 


ot 


2 Cor. ix. this Occaſion ; For as touching the miniſtring to the © 
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of: the Church of England; (and wicked Men have been 


their Enemies in all Ages; ) and ſo vindicates the Credit 


of the Sacred Order, at the ſame Time it provides. a 
Support for the Wants of thoſe who have the Honour 
to be deſcended from it. | ey 

This Day's Aſſembly, I ſay, ſufficiently defends the 
Dignity of a Chriſtian Clergy, againſt the Contempt of 
the Prophane ; and the Advantages of a married Cler- 
gy, againſt the Slanders of the Papiſt ; and muſt con- 
vince both, that the Miniſters of the Goſpel are neither 
deſpicable for their Function, nor their Children for 
their Extraction, when they ſhall ſee the abundance of 
Love and Eſteem that is ſhewn to the one upon this 
Day, for the Sake of their holy Calling; and when they 
ſhall ſce in a full Appearance of the other, ſo many 
Perſons, not leſs an Honour to the Order from which 
they deſcended, than a Credit to the Country to 
which they belong. 

May this Socicty therefore go on to flouriſh as long 
as ever there ſhall be occaſion for it; may it go on by 
your Encouragement, to be more and more enabled to 
provide for the Neceſſities of the Widow and Orphan. 
And may this Day, by the Solemnity of the Appearance 
that is made upon it, and by that great Teſtimony of 
Love which is given by it to the Clergy of the Church 
of England, and by the Generoſity of the Contributi- 
ons that ſhall be rais'd upon it, continue to be, as it truly 


is, a Day of Reproach to all thoſe who are Enemies to 


us for the Sake of our holy Profeſſion ; and a Day of 
Joy and Triumph to all thoſe, who highly eſteem the 


_ Miniſters of the Goſpel in Love for their Works Sake. .. 
And to conclude all, May the Good God, who is able 2 Cor. ix. 


ro make all Grace abound towards you, that ye always * 


having all Suſficiency in all Things, may abound in evey 
good IWork : May he that miniſtreth Seed ta the Sower, 
both miniſter Bread for your Food, and multiply your 
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neſs, which cauſeth through us Thanłſgiving to God : 
For the Adminiſtration of this Service not only ſuppli- 
eth the wants of the Saints, but is abundant alſo by 
many Thankſgrvings unto God, whilſt by the Experi- 


ment of this Miniftration they glorify God for your 


profeſſed Subjection unto the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and for 
your liberal Diſtribution unto them, and unto all 


* 


Now to God the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcrib'd, as is moſt due, all Ho- 
nour, Power, Might, Majeſty and Domi- 
nion, henceforth and for evermore. 
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Ted ſown, and increaſe the Fruits of your Righteouſ- 
. "neſs, being enriched in every Thing to all Bountiful- 
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